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and address can generally be ascertained without any
difficulty by virtue of the provisions of the Newspaper
Libel and Eegistration Act, 1881 (c). Under this Act
a register of newspaper proprietors was established at
Somerset House (d), which is open to the inspection of
any person on payment of one shilling (e). Such register
is at present to be found in Room No. 7. It is the duty
of the printers and publishers of every newspaper to
make a return to the registry office each July, con-
taining the title of the newspaper and the names,
occupations, and addresses (business and residential)
of all the proprietors of the paper (/); and a certified
copy of an entry in this register is sufficient priind
facie evidence of all matters and things thereby ap-
pearing (0).

If the newspaper is published by a limited company,
the Act has no application (&). Even when the defendant
is not a limited company, the plaintiff cannot be sure
that the defendant was proprietor of the newspaper at the
time the libel was published merely because his name
appears on the register, for since the return was made he
may have ceased to be proprietor; and though the transfer
of interest may have been registered by either party
thereto (i\ there is no provision which renders it illegal
not to do so.

The plaintiff may of course succeed in fixing the de-
fendant with proprietorship at the time of publication by
administering interrogatories, or by proving that the
newspaper was bought from the defendant or on the
defendant's premises.

If the publisher has in the first instance been sued,
the proprietor can, upon the hearing of a summons

(c)  44 & 45 Viet. c. 60.

(d)  Ibid. s. 8.

(e)  Ibid. ss. 13, 14.
(/) Ibid. s. 9.

(0)  Ibid. s. 15.
(h) Ibid. s. 18.

(1)  Under s. 11.